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From the National Coordinator, Sally Thomas
How time flies! I can’t
believe that I have been in
my role for 12 months and so
much has happened! 2016 was
a wonderful year for NZFCE,
particularly with the launch of
our new website and logo which
we are extremely proud of.

The Ride of the Legends

NZFCE are very fortunate
to be the chosen charity who
will benefit from the Ride of the
Legends bike ride. 50 riders from the UK and New Zealand
including ex Lions and All Blacks players will ride between
Wellington and Auckland in conjunction with the Lions
Rugby Tour — leaving on 02 July and stopping in Masterton,
Palmerston North, Taupo, Matamata and Thames before
arriving in Auckland on 07 July.
We will be involved in the running of community
events in each of the regional centres in addition to a golf
tournament at Wairakei in Taupo and a dinner in Auckland
on 07 July.
This is great profile building
for Conductive Education as
well as a fantastic fundraising
opportunity.
If you have contacts in any
of the areas or think that you
can assist us in any way, please get in touch.

Thank you to our supporters

We have been very fortunate to have received support
from CJ Norwood Trust to purchase a BoardMaker Online
subscription for all our affiliated centres. This programme
enables centres to easily produce resources for the
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children/adults that they support—this is particularly
beneficial for people who are non-verbal and use visuals
for communication. Thank you so much for this wonderful
donation.
We have also received a donation from Pub Charity for
a new office computer (which I am still excited about), our
telephone expenses including our 0800 number and office
rental. These expenses are such a critical part of running
NZFCE and we are so grateful to the Pub Charity for their
support!
The Lottery Grants Board have also provided us with
a wonderful donation for the 2017 year—where would we
be without their assistance to help us continue to support
centres and individuals with disabilities. Thank you so much
from the bottom of our hearts.

Charles Shadbolt

We were extremely saddened earlier in the year to
attend the funeral of a long-time advocate for Conductive
Education. Charles and the team at Independent Fisheries
have done so much to support the good work that we do
over many many years. Charles will be sadly missed by all
of us and we extend our condolences and gratitude to the
Independent Fisheries family.

Professional Development

After seeking feedback from centres we instigated a
change to our professional development support during
2016. Rather than providing a one-off opportunity for all
centre staff, NZFCE funded 11 staff from our centres to
attend a training programme of their choice which would
enhance their knowledge and develop their skills. The
feedback from this has been fantastic and NZFCE will
again be funding centres and individuals to have targeted
professional development during the 2017 year.

In the initial stages the parent training will be offered in
Christchurch on 6/7 May and will cover communication
skills, looking at grief issues, and provides the opportunity
for personal awareness where parents can consider their
ability to support others in similar circumstances. At the
conclusion of the training, parents are able to become
volunteer Support Parents – Support Parents provide
support to families contacting Parent to Parent. We all know
how difficult it can be at times as parents to grapple with
having a child with a disability and this is a fantastic way of
supporting others. Get in touch if you want further info.

ACET
Looking back at the past few months a lot has happened
in the life of the Adult Conductive Education Trust.
In October 2016 with the generous support of NZFCE
we accessed Shane Cameron and Lisa Gombinsky’s
awesome adapted boxing training. Some ACET
participants have since developed a liking for boxing
based exercise. There is something empowering about
putting boxing gloves on and fighting back against life’s
difficulties in this dynamic and motivating way.
In December we finished the year with a bang — a fun
Christmas party with presents, great food and water gun
fights to celebrate summer.
At the beginning of the New Year our four groups
started back; participants were happy to see each
other again and share the stories about their holiday
adventures. We said goodbye to a young lady who
moved to the North Island, and welcomed an old friend
back to the conductive community.
Conductive Education Canterbury continues to offer
their kind support, allowing us to share their space and
resources, and also the occasional game of Fandooble
with their after school group.
While enhancing quality of life through movement is
still a top priority for us, we also use communication skills
and play social games such as Uno or Boccia as part of
ACET conductive programmes.
For more information please check out our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/The-Adult-ConductiveEducation-Trust-373710639446037
—Agnes Jankovics, Conductor ACET

Social Enterprise Up-date

Our social enterprise to support our affiliated members
and other not-for-profits to access grant funding was
launched in December and resulted in a great outcome
for one of our centres. We have a couple of other
organisations also wanting to access our services. This is
a very cost effective way of utilising the skills of someone
with expertise in grant applications to support your centre
while also benefitting NZFCE. The small fee that you pay
will support the development of Conductive Education in
New Zealand. It’s a win win!!

A Good Start in Life

The reference group is still meeting every couple of
months but are no clearer about how things will look
long term with Ministry of Education and Ministry of
Health contracts. What we are sure about is that there
will be a change to current contracting which will take
effect December 2018. What this means for Conductive
Education remains to be seen, but we will continue to
advocate strongly for the families that attend our services.
Choice and flexibility for families is high on the Ministries’
agenda and something that we are also very passionate
about. I will keep you posted!

Parent Support

NZFCE are working closely with the Cerebral Palsy
Society and Parent to Parent to develop parent support
training for families who have a child with Cerebral Palsy.
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Three months into the New Year and things are rocking
at INRF.
Our recent Open Day held on Thursday, 23 March
was a great success. Thanks to our clients the Parkinson’s
demonstration in advanced level tasks with lying and
standing and the Stroke intermediate task series in a lying
position were both well received.
Our greatest advocates are our clients. Their testimonials
are heart-felt. They know the benefits of Conductive
Education, encourage others to participate in our programs
and recognise the difference it makes to their lives.
Additional demonstrations by Nordic Kiwi Walking,
REX Bionics – Robot Assisted Physical Therapy and COGY,
a pedalling Wheelchair were also available on the day.
Networking took place after the program and
clients and friends of the Foundation chatted over light
refreshments before departing by midday.
Hard work aside, we like to provide balance for our clients
and an assortment of events are hosted for their enjoyment.
When a piano was gifted to the Foundation last
year it became the catalyst of a new initiative. On the
first Wednesday of each month some of our clients,
accompanied by the Aphasia Coffee Group gather
together for a sing-along. With Margaret tinkering on the
ivories a great deal of fun is enjoyed over the lunch break.
Numbers are increasing. So is the repertoire!
From the generosity of a client and the hard work of
our staff an UMU fundraiser was held on Friday, 31 March.
The delicious assortment of food, fun and company made
for another successful event.
With winter on the doorstep, Hungarian goulash is the
next fundraiser on the agenda!
These initiatives comply with our vision: to empower
people with neurological disorders to achieve their highest
level of independence physically, emotionally and socially.
— Inna Chochina,
General Manager, Senior Rehabilitation Specialist

Conductive Education Taranaki Trust
Things have been very busy under the mountain, with
much progress being made towards our planned opening
in July. We have completed the recruitment phase and
have contracted a fantastic ex-NZ Conductor to lead our
children in their learning. The current challenge is shoring
up our home to work from and equipping it suitably.
Our team have been exceptionally busy on the
publicity and fundraising front with several events already
completed already this year, of particular note we were
graced with NZFCE Ambassador Chris Harris’s presence
at the charity golf tournament hosted by Marsh Insurance.
Having been evacuated from home that morning we were
extra grateful for Chris’s attendance, through which aided
the total donated to CETT of $9,000.
We love to include the kids in our activities and on
March 13 Naki Drag Wars took place where two of our
champions partook in a “drag race” in their GoBabyGo
cars, Ryan Griffin ably winning over Zak Nielsen with his
superior driving style.
Most recently we were the chosen charity for bucket
collections at WOMAD, so were treated to great sounds
and generous happy people. We were pleasantly
surprised with the number of people interested in
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our cause
and those
with family
members that
had attended
Conductive
in Auckland,
Wellington or
Christchurch.
Not afraid of a challenge our team made a submission
to the Vulnerable Children’s Bill select committee, that
those with disabilities are amongst the most vulnerable in
society and could benefit from increased and improved
services, along with a child centred advocate to help
navigate “the system”.
In closing we look forward to being able to provide
local Conductive Education to the 19 kids on our
Expressions of Interest list in the near future. Thank you to
all centres for their assistance to date, especially to Sharon
and the Waikato team and Sally for their efforts. The
Conductive family is pretty cool.
— Craig Nielsen, CETT Coordinator

FROM THE CENTRES

INRF

Naenae School Conductive Education
We were all ready for a new school year and
started with a workshop on the development of
the children with Nathan Mikaere Wallis.
This year we are focusing more on
communication, using low tech devices and lots
of visuals in and around the classroom.
Some of our students had a great
opportunity in March to try Sailing with
Sailability Wellington.
The kids really enjoyed this activity, and Levai
wrote a great story about it.
We are fortunate that we have Hutt Science
Centre on site at our school. They provide us
with ready to use science kits which are a great
way to learn science. This term we have carried
out explorations on; Flowers, Petals, Pollution
and, Sweet and Sour.

Room 7 continue regular visits to Kimi Ora
Special School, where we participate in music
sessions.
The children are making amazing progress:
Levai — in his reading and writing; Renee —
receptive and expressive language and matching
colours; Daemon — walking in the parallel bar,
sidewalking, and language; Keeleigh with using
her communication buttons; Paulini — sitting
up on the floor keeping her head up; Misty —
receptive language.
We would like to welcome Michelle to our
Room. Michelle is a Teacher Aide working with
us three afternoons. We are also fortunate to
have Sarah working with the children. Sarah
is our SLT who comes in weekly and provides
assistance and advice for the children.
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Glowkids
We are now fully back into the swing of another year,
with this comes a busy time for children, parents and staff
alike. We have so many goals to achieve.
Last year we started discussions with the Ministry of
Education regarding the work that GlowKids undertakes
on behalf of our children. Whilst we were not funded for
this work, we diligently undertook this to ensure that our
children got the best possible start to their early childhood
education. This year the Ministry of Education recognised
the work undertaken and we were lucky enough to obtain
some funding. At this stage this funding is short term, we
are hoping that this will be continued after June. Our wish
is that we eventually obtain Early Intervention Service
Provider status. Watch this space!!
Our Early Intervention Teacher/Conductor is busy
attending IEP’s, and visiting other Kindergartens to
ensure that the staff there are aware of how best to
assist our children. She has also introduced visuals to
ensure that the transition from one body position to
another is maintained.
In May of this year we have been selected as one of the
charities that our local Z petrol station has chosen, this is
for their “GOOD IN THE HOOD” promotion. This means
that Z customers can vote by using their orange tokens to
place this into one of 4 charities to share in $4,000. Not
only would it be great to get the lions share, it is also a
great way of highlighting our profile.
Joining our team this year we have our Art Therapist
Julia Hanna. Julia comes to us with a lot of experience,
as well as a passion for working with children with
disabilities. We have definitely seen some great
masterpieces come out of these art sessions. Another
new staff member of the GlowKids team, is Andrea
Edwards our Speech Language Therapist. Andi has vast
experience in Speech Language Therapy, and works
across our Conductive Education classes and Sensory
Kindy. It is fantastic to have these people join our team,
it is also extremely gratifying to have such a passionate,
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committed and professional team.
During the 1st term break, GlowKids is presenting a
workshop to CCS Disability Action staff inclusive of early
intervention teachers and SLT staff. This year we have
welcomed a steady stream of visitors to our centre, as
well as having had Early Childhood Education students on
placement. It is always welcoming to receive such positive
feedback from visitors and students.
Ka kite ano
GlowKids Team

Conductive Education Canterbury
What a great start to the year we have had at
Conductive Education Canterbury, we have had several
families join our programmes since the last newsletter was
published, we now have over 30 children accessing our
service either attending our Early Intervention programme,
Early Childhood programme or After School programme.
Our major achievement this term is that our new website
has gone live, we have been very fortunate to have Hannah
our Early Intervention Teacher working on this for us and it is
hoped that we will keep it updated and interesting. Dora our
Conductor has great skills creating videos and I encourage
you next time you have a few spare minutes to go check out
the website and video www.cecanterbury.org
At the end of 2016 we held a very special celebration to
honour a great man, our past National Coordinator the late
Dave Ching. We are delighted that the Christchurch City
Council agreed and installed new signage to “Dave Ching
Lane”— this is the driveway that runs alongside Simeon Park
and is the entrance to the centre and Addington Primary. We
had a vision to ensure Dave’s legacy was acknowledged
and remembered and see this as a very fitting way to do
this. Dave’s wife Helen and members of their family joined
not only the preschool but past and present Conductive
Education students and their families for a morning of
celebration with craft and various stalls, a bouncy castle,
candy floss, entertainment and of course a visit from Santa.
—Rebecca Courtney and the Team
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Addington School

Conductive Education Waikato

What a whirlwind the start of 2017 has been! We
finished up last year with a very busy week of packing
up and putting all our gear into storage. During the
Christmas holidays the building that had been our
home since 1996 was demolished in preparation for the
forthcoming rebuild.
At the beginning of 2017 we were unable to access
our temporary buildings until two days before the
students started back. It was a very busy two days of
shifting, unpacking, and setting up the environment to be
ready for our team (Harakeke) to move in.
I am extremely grateful to all our staff who worked
incredibly hard to get things ready for the children.
Because of all this background preparation, the children’s
transition into the new environment went very smoothly.
Harakeke are now well settled in and feeling at home
in Rooms 9, 10, and 11. Although there continue to be
some logistical difficulties with our set up, everyone is
working hard and co-operatively to make it work.
We are close to the hall where our junior school is
working, and we have plenty of lovely senior buddies who
come to work and play with us every day. Another bonus
is being closer to the Conductive Education Pre-School.
Our outside space is set up and the children are
enjoying the lovely new lawn we have to play on, along
with the different perspective of a new location.
We have been utilising the equipment in Simeon
Park as part of our programmes, which provides lots of
opportunities for building confidence and practising new
skills. Children and staff alike are enjoying these sessions.
All the children have settled well and are managing
their day to day routines and learning with confidence.
We continue to be impressed by the way the children are
managing themselves in a very different environment.
We can’t wait until our new building starts to take shape!
— Astrid and the Team

We have enjoyed a busy start to the year here in
Hamilton. We started by welcoming two new team
members, Paula Matheson, an Occupational Therapist
and Natasha Griffiths, an Early Childhood Teacher. We
are very lucky to have these two ladies on board.
It is a bit of a change for us to have an Occupational
Therapist in Centre. Though we are well supported
by the Child Development Centre with their team of
therapists, following parent feedback, we saw this as
a gap in service and opted to bring the knowledge of
this field into our service provision. We have been very
fortunate to have Paula respond to our search. Paula
brings to this role her experience in paediatrics via
her work at Taranaki DHB and also experience from
previous work for the Ministry of Education. As this is a
new role, it is evolving as we move forward.
Natasha adds more support for our Early Childhood
Education provision. Previously working for our service
in a casual role, Natasha joins us as part of the team.
As with Health and the Disability Sector, Education has
its’ own changes that we need to be able to implement
into our programme – and it all takes time and staffing.
It is really lovely to see how well our children are
progressing this term. We made a few changes at the end
of 2016, with children moving through from Individual
Sessions to Groups or changing up to alternate Groups
in readiness for school. Great to see how these changes
have already supported children’s learning.
The children continue to enjoy a busy learning
schedule. Our programme Group sessions continue to
offer a structured, fun learning environment. Starting
the years learning with Tiriti o Waitangi, Red Group
visited our local Museum to view the New Zealand
Exhibition including the majestic Te Winika, a 200 yearold carved waka taua (Māori war canoe). They also really
enjoyed Te Whaanau Maarama: The Heavenly Bodies, an
exhibition sharing understanding of Māori Astronomy.
‘Floating and Sinking’ topic tied in well with our
erratic weather here in the Waikato but also with
access to hydrotherapy.
Three groups have been offered hydrotherapy
this term, our two junior groups are parent and child
groups focusing on individual physical activities, whilst
our older children are supported by staff and access
this as an addition to their usual daily programme,

Woodstock Conductive Education
This March I celebrated my 20th year anniversary
working here in Hamilton as a Conductor at the
Conductive Education Unit. Working with the kids for
over two decades has been amazingly rewarding, and
we’ve come a long way since 1997.
All my students make a mark on my heart and in
our community. Conductive Education is a fantastic
opportunity to teach special needs students in many
different ways, and impact their lives and the lives of
their families.
Conductive Education is not only about the learning
and physical development we provide to children, but
the relationship building and support you give to the
child’s family. When you see the effects of the child’s
growth, and commitment to learning, this overflows to
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learning and practicing basic water skills.
I think the ‘Bugs’ topic this term was quite a
success. With a well-resourced programme, children
had great fun playing and learning about different
bugs, providing lots of excited reactions, and
incidentally, learning in so many other areas.
We had a brief look at Hot Air Balloons as the annual
Balloons over Waikato passed through, with a quick visit
by a big red and yellow balloon to the neighbouring
School grounds causing some excitement, and we finish
off this term with an Easter topic.
All of these ‘topics’ create themes for our children
to explore language, learning about the world around
them, about themselves and relationships with others
and providing infinite opportunities to practice fine
and gross motor skills. Well done to our talented team
for their work in developing theses creative learning
environments.
Looking forward to more learning and celebrating
learning outcomes in term 2!
Ka kite ano ra
—The Team at Conductive Education Waikato,
Early Intervention Centre, Hamilton
their home life and has a positive affect all around.
This includes inclusion at school and the acceptance
and care other children show towards our students,
which we see daily in class and at playtime. Knowing the
relationships they create will potentially build life-long
friendships.
Here is a photo of our
wall art, outside our classroom,
which is a big strong tree.
The leaves contain the names
of all the students that have
been taught at Conductive
Education in Woodstock
School since our unit was
opened.
— Livia Jeanplong
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Wellington Conductive Education Early Childhood Centre

Cashmere High School Conductive Education

We can’t believe that we’re only weeks away from
the end of Term One! The last couple of months have
just flown past for all of us here at Conductive Education
Wellington. Since our last update in October we have
been delighted to have welcomed so many new preschool
and after-school families to our Centre, as well as saying
goodbye to others on a good and lasting note.
We have also, as expected, had several existing preschool children extend their hours/days of attendance.
These extensions go some way towards filling the spare
capacity we had in the afternoon sessions. We are now
averaging nine to ten preschool children per session
We have a lovely mix of preschool ages and abilities,
which is great but definitely keeps us on our toes! Three
of these children also attend mainstream Kindergarten
part-time, spending at least two days a week there, as well
as coming to the centre. This is a good combination of
learning environments that complement each other. We
also have a couple of children that we will sadly farewell in
the coming months as they transition to school.
Our afterschool programme is busy and we are currently
trialling a programme, in partnership with a specialist
from Explore, to deliver individual and group behavioural
strategy sessions for our children with ASD. This is going
well. Our swimming programme on Thursdays continues to
be a favourite with the afterschool group.

Kia ora Koutou, Te Pukenga — Conductive Education
students are well and truly back into the swing of things
as we are fast approaching the end of the first term. The
school year always starts off with school athletics which our
students like to support and have a go, as well as cheering
on their house while dressed in house colours.
There are always several events that take place at the
end of each year that we like to share with you through the
newsletter. In 2016, term three some of the All Blacks who
are ambassadors for Cure Kids Foundation came to school
to support the Cure Kids campaign. Some of our students
who are big fans made sure that they were there to get
photos and to talk to them. Go the All Blacks!
Also at the end of last year we congratulated one of our
staff members, Marta Katona our Conductor/Teacher who
is originally from Hungary officially became a New Zealand
citizen. Marta received her citizenship in a ceremony

presented by the Christchurch Mayor in September. You are
officially a Kiwi now Marta!
We have to mention all the great times we had during our
Outdoor Education Week in 2016. The theme was “Around
the World in Four Days. So with passports packed the
students participated in activities from different areas of the
world, Africa, Asia, Pacific and the Antarctica. There was food,
costumes, activities, music and a trip to the Antarctic Centre
from all these different countries. The students really enjoyed
the week and it is always a big thank you to all the staff who
put in extra time and effort to make this week a success.
We have a new student who has joined us this year.
We welcome Rose Ford and her family to Te Pukenga —
Conductive Education. Rose came to us from Redcliffs
Primary School. We have twelve students in Conductive
Education this year.
— Jane Hardy and the Team at Cashmere

[Wellington Conductive Education Report continues]
Judy, Byron and Hamish continue to volunteer at our
Centre and the time and effort they put in as volunteers is
hugely appreciated. They all make a significant difference in
ensuring the needs of our children and their families are met.
In February we had a fantastic mural erected on the
front of our building which looks amazing! A huge thanks
goes out to Trish Morgan, her students at Rangatahi
Learning Centre and Artist Ranga Tuhi for all their hard work
in delivering this fantastic project for us. The mural was
created by six students guided by Ranga Tuhi and features
the activities our children take part in, the community and
the surroundings and the silhouettes represent the past,
present and future children of Conductive Education.
We are now looking forward to our Term One
excursion to Trickle Creek Farm (in keeping with our Term
One focus—Farm Animals) and our upcoming six monthly
Conductive Education Plan (CEP) assessment day in
April. It is always wonderful to meet with all the families
and jointly form plans for their child’s future goals.
The Conductive Education Wellington Board of Trustees

has agreed to restructure the operation of our Centre
by establishing the position of a Centre Manager. The
Board considers this role is needed in order to have clear
responsibilities for all Centre functions, and a single point of
contact for our partners (such as Ministry of Education, the
Ministry of Health, and various other key community, public
funding and disability partnerships). Government agencies
which provide a large share of our funding also expect a
clear management structure when negotiating contracts. This
restructure also aligns to how other Conductive Education
Centres around New Zealand are managed and is structured so
the position will be consistent with best practice. Karen Garrison
will be stepping down from her role as Centre Administrator, to
make way for the new Centre Manager in May 2017.
Conductive Education Wellington Trust has a bright
future. We are stable and financially sound, with good
facilities and staff. The recruitment of a Centre Manager
will be a key next step in sustaining our success.
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Our children have been working so hard on their tasks
series/routine and we are so impressed on how well they
are progressing with both their gross motor and fine motor
skills. It is always great seeing the enjoyment the children
get from the sensory stimulation of touch, music and social
interaction which helps with their communication and social
skills. We have also introduced several of our younger
children to RDA this year and after some initial nervousness
they are now really enjoying themselves which is great
for their confidence, improved balance, core strength.
The children’s confidence in the water also continues to
grow every week and it is just amazing how the water
encourages a wider range of movement and opposition
and an improved sense of independence. We have several
children that can now freely walk in the water with no/or
very little assistance, whereas outside of the pool they are
unable to walk without their walking frames.
We have made two changes to our staffing team since
our last update. Yan our Registered Early Childhood
Teacher has reduced her days of work this year so this
led to us to employ another Registered Early Childhood
Teacher, Danielle Simnor, to job share with Yan. We also
now have more children with very high/complex needs
that require a lot more hands on assistance from staff
so we have employed a second full-time Conductor’s
Assistant, Tarika Naidu to accommodate this change.

— The Team at Conductive Education Wellington Trust
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Wellington Conductive Education Early Childhood Centre

Cashmere High School Conductive Education
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averaging nine to ten preschool children per session
We have a lovely mix of preschool ages and abilities,
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of these children also attend mainstream Kindergarten
part-time, spending at least two days a week there, as well
as coming to the centre. This is a good combination of
learning environments that complement each other. We
also have a couple of children that we will sadly farewell in
the coming months as they transition to school.
Our afterschool programme is busy and we are currently
trialling a programme, in partnership with a specialist
from Explore, to deliver individual and group behavioural
strategy sessions for our children with ASD. This is going
well. Our swimming programme on Thursdays continues to
be a favourite with the afterschool group.

Kia ora Koutou, Te Pukenga — Conductive Education
students are well and truly back into the swing of things
as we are fast approaching the end of the first term. The
school year always starts off with school athletics which our
students like to support and have a go, as well as cheering
on their house while dressed in house colours.
There are always several events that take place at the
end of each year that we like to share with you through the
newsletter. In 2016, term three some of the All Blacks who
are ambassadors for Cure Kids Foundation came to school
to support the Cure Kids campaign. Some of our students
who are big fans made sure that they were there to get
photos and to talk to them. Go the All Blacks!
Also at the end of last year we congratulated one of our
staff members, Marta Katona our Conductor/Teacher who
is originally from Hungary officially became a New Zealand
citizen. Marta received her citizenship in a ceremony

presented by the Christchurch Mayor in September. You are
officially a Kiwi now Marta!
We have to mention all the great times we had during our
Outdoor Education Week in 2016. The theme was “Around
the World in Four Days. So with passports packed the
students participated in activities from different areas of the
world, Africa, Asia, Pacific and the Antarctica. There was food,
costumes, activities, music and a trip to the Antarctic Centre
from all these different countries. The students really enjoyed
the week and it is always a big thank you to all the staff who
put in extra time and effort to make this week a success.
We have a new student who has joined us this year.
We welcome Rose Ford and her family to Te Pukenga —
Conductive Education. Rose came to us from Redcliffs
Primary School. We have twelve students in Conductive
Education this year.
— Jane Hardy and the Team at Cashmere

[Wellington Conductive Education Report continues]
Judy, Byron and Hamish continue to volunteer at our
Centre and the time and effort they put in as volunteers is
hugely appreciated. They all make a significant difference in
ensuring the needs of our children and their families are met.
In February we had a fantastic mural erected on the
front of our building which looks amazing! A huge thanks
goes out to Trish Morgan, her students at Rangatahi
Learning Centre and Artist Ranga Tuhi for all their hard work
in delivering this fantastic project for us. The mural was
created by six students guided by Ranga Tuhi and features
the activities our children take part in, the community and
the surroundings and the silhouettes represent the past,
present and future children of Conductive Education.
We are now looking forward to our Term One
excursion to Trickle Creek Farm (in keeping with our Term
One focus—Farm Animals) and our upcoming six monthly
Conductive Education Plan (CEP) assessment day in
April. It is always wonderful to meet with all the families
and jointly form plans for their child’s future goals.
The Conductive Education Wellington Board of Trustees

has agreed to restructure the operation of our Centre
by establishing the position of a Centre Manager. The
Board considers this role is needed in order to have clear
responsibilities for all Centre functions, and a single point of
contact for our partners (such as Ministry of Education, the
Ministry of Health, and various other key community, public
funding and disability partnerships). Government agencies
which provide a large share of our funding also expect a
clear management structure when negotiating contracts. This
restructure also aligns to how other Conductive Education
Centres around New Zealand are managed and is structured so
the position will be consistent with best practice. Karen Garrison
will be stepping down from her role as Centre Administrator, to
make way for the new Centre Manager in May 2017.
Conductive Education Wellington Trust has a bright
future. We are stable and financially sound, with good
facilities and staff. The recruitment of a Centre Manager
will be a key next step in sustaining our success.
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Our children have been working so hard on their tasks
series/routine and we are so impressed on how well they
are progressing with both their gross motor and fine motor
skills. It is always great seeing the enjoyment the children
get from the sensory stimulation of touch, music and social
interaction which helps with their communication and social
skills. We have also introduced several of our younger
children to RDA this year and after some initial nervousness
they are now really enjoying themselves which is great
for their confidence, improved balance, core strength.
The children’s confidence in the water also continues to
grow every week and it is just amazing how the water
encourages a wider range of movement and opposition
and an improved sense of independence. We have several
children that can now freely walk in the water with no/or
very little assistance, whereas outside of the pool they are
unable to walk without their walking frames.
We have made two changes to our staffing team since
our last update. Yan our Registered Early Childhood
Teacher has reduced her days of work this year so this
led to us to employ another Registered Early Childhood
Teacher, Danielle Simnor, to job share with Yan. We also
now have more children with very high/complex needs
that require a lot more hands on assistance from staff
so we have employed a second full-time Conductor’s
Assistant, Tarika Naidu to accommodate this change.

— The Team at Conductive Education Wellington Trust
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Addington School

Conductive Education Waikato

What a whirlwind the start of 2017 has been! We
finished up last year with a very busy week of packing
up and putting all our gear into storage. During the
Christmas holidays the building that had been our
home since 1996 was demolished in preparation for the
forthcoming rebuild.
At the beginning of 2017 we were unable to access
our temporary buildings until two days before the
students started back. It was a very busy two days of
shifting, unpacking, and setting up the environment to be
ready for our team (Harakeke) to move in.
I am extremely grateful to all our staff who worked
incredibly hard to get things ready for the children.
Because of all this background preparation, the children’s
transition into the new environment went very smoothly.
Harakeke are now well settled in and feeling at home
in Rooms 9, 10, and 11. Although there continue to be
some logistical difficulties with our set up, everyone is
working hard and co-operatively to make it work.
We are close to the hall where our junior school is
working, and we have plenty of lovely senior buddies who
come to work and play with us every day. Another bonus
is being closer to the Conductive Education Pre-School.
Our outside space is set up and the children are
enjoying the lovely new lawn we have to play on, along
with the different perspective of a new location.
We have been utilising the equipment in Simeon
Park as part of our programmes, which provides lots of
opportunities for building confidence and practising new
skills. Children and staff alike are enjoying these sessions.
All the children have settled well and are managing
their day to day routines and learning with confidence.
We continue to be impressed by the way the children are
managing themselves in a very different environment.
We can’t wait until our new building starts to take shape!
— Astrid and the Team

We have enjoyed a busy start to the year here in
Hamilton. We started by welcoming two new team
members, Paula Matheson, an Occupational Therapist
and Natasha Griffiths, an Early Childhood Teacher. We
are very lucky to have these two ladies on board.
It is a bit of a change for us to have an Occupational
Therapist in Centre. Though we are well supported
by the Child Development Centre with their team of
therapists, following parent feedback, we saw this as
a gap in service and opted to bring the knowledge of
this field into our service provision. We have been very
fortunate to have Paula respond to our search. Paula
brings to this role her experience in paediatrics via
her work at Taranaki DHB and also experience from
previous work for the Ministry of Education. As this is a
new role, it is evolving as we move forward.
Natasha adds more support for our Early Childhood
Education provision. Previously working for our service
in a casual role, Natasha joins us as part of the team.
As with Health and the Disability Sector, Education has
its’ own changes that we need to be able to implement
into our programme – and it all takes time and staffing.
It is really lovely to see how well our children are
progressing this term. We made a few changes at the end
of 2016, with children moving through from Individual
Sessions to Groups or changing up to alternate Groups
in readiness for school. Great to see how these changes
have already supported children’s learning.
The children continue to enjoy a busy learning
schedule. Our programme Group sessions continue to
offer a structured, fun learning environment. Starting
the years learning with Tiriti o Waitangi, Red Group
visited our local Museum to view the New Zealand
Exhibition including the majestic Te Winika, a 200 yearold carved waka taua (Māori war canoe). They also really
enjoyed Te Whaanau Maarama: The Heavenly Bodies, an
exhibition sharing understanding of Māori Astronomy.
‘Floating and Sinking’ topic tied in well with our
erratic weather here in the Waikato but also with
access to hydrotherapy.
Three groups have been offered hydrotherapy
this term, our two junior groups are parent and child
groups focusing on individual physical activities, whilst
our older children are supported by staff and access
this as an addition to their usual daily programme,

Woodstock Conductive Education
This March I celebrated my 20th year anniversary
working here in Hamilton as a Conductor at the
Conductive Education Unit. Working with the kids for
over two decades has been amazingly rewarding, and
we’ve come a long way since 1997.
All my students make a mark on my heart and in
our community. Conductive Education is a fantastic
opportunity to teach special needs students in many
different ways, and impact their lives and the lives of
their families.
Conductive Education is not only about the learning
and physical development we provide to children, but
the relationship building and support you give to the
child’s family. When you see the effects of the child’s
growth, and commitment to learning, this overflows to
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learning and practicing basic water skills.
I think the ‘Bugs’ topic this term was quite a
success. With a well-resourced programme, children
had great fun playing and learning about different
bugs, providing lots of excited reactions, and
incidentally, learning in so many other areas.
We had a brief look at Hot Air Balloons as the annual
Balloons over Waikato passed through, with a quick visit
by a big red and yellow balloon to the neighbouring
School grounds causing some excitement, and we finish
off this term with an Easter topic.
All of these ‘topics’ create themes for our children
to explore language, learning about the world around
them, about themselves and relationships with others
and providing infinite opportunities to practice fine
and gross motor skills. Well done to our talented team
for their work in developing theses creative learning
environments.
Looking forward to more learning and celebrating
learning outcomes in term 2!
Ka kite ano ra
—The Team at Conductive Education Waikato,
Early Intervention Centre, Hamilton
their home life and has a positive affect all around.
This includes inclusion at school and the acceptance
and care other children show towards our students,
which we see daily in class and at playtime. Knowing the
relationships they create will potentially build life-long
friendships.
Here is a photo of our
wall art, outside our classroom,
which is a big strong tree.
The leaves contain the names
of all the students that have
been taught at Conductive
Education in Woodstock
School since our unit was
opened.
— Livia Jeanplong
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Glowkids
We are now fully back into the swing of another year,
with this comes a busy time for children, parents and staff
alike. We have so many goals to achieve.
Last year we started discussions with the Ministry of
Education regarding the work that GlowKids undertakes
on behalf of our children. Whilst we were not funded for
this work, we diligently undertook this to ensure that our
children got the best possible start to their early childhood
education. This year the Ministry of Education recognised
the work undertaken and we were lucky enough to obtain
some funding. At this stage this funding is short term, we
are hoping that this will be continued after June. Our wish
is that we eventually obtain Early Intervention Service
Provider status. Watch this space!!
Our Early Intervention Teacher/Conductor is busy
attending IEP’s, and visiting other Kindergartens to
ensure that the staff there are aware of how best to
assist our children. She has also introduced visuals to
ensure that the transition from one body position to
another is maintained.
In May of this year we have been selected as one of the
charities that our local Z petrol station has chosen, this is
for their “GOOD IN THE HOOD” promotion. This means
that Z customers can vote by using their orange tokens to
place this into one of 4 charities to share in $4,000. Not
only would it be great to get the lions share, it is also a
great way of highlighting our profile.
Joining our team this year we have our Art Therapist
Julia Hanna. Julia comes to us with a lot of experience,
as well as a passion for working with children with
disabilities. We have definitely seen some great
masterpieces come out of these art sessions. Another
new staff member of the GlowKids team, is Andrea
Edwards our Speech Language Therapist. Andi has vast
experience in Speech Language Therapy, and works
across our Conductive Education classes and Sensory
Kindy. It is fantastic to have these people join our team,
it is also extremely gratifying to have such a passionate,
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committed and professional team.
During the 1st term break, GlowKids is presenting a
workshop to CCS Disability Action staff inclusive of early
intervention teachers and SLT staff. This year we have
welcomed a steady stream of visitors to our centre, as
well as having had Early Childhood Education students on
placement. It is always welcoming to receive such positive
feedback from visitors and students.
Ka kite ano
GlowKids Team

Conductive Education Canterbury
What a great start to the year we have had at
Conductive Education Canterbury, we have had several
families join our programmes since the last newsletter was
published, we now have over 30 children accessing our
service either attending our Early Intervention programme,
Early Childhood programme or After School programme.
Our major achievement this term is that our new website
has gone live, we have been very fortunate to have Hannah
our Early Intervention Teacher working on this for us and it is
hoped that we will keep it updated and interesting. Dora our
Conductor has great skills creating videos and I encourage
you next time you have a few spare minutes to go check out
the website and video www.cecanterbury.org
At the end of 2016 we held a very special celebration to
honour a great man, our past National Coordinator the late
Dave Ching. We are delighted that the Christchurch City
Council agreed and installed new signage to “Dave Ching
Lane”— this is the driveway that runs alongside Simeon Park
and is the entrance to the centre and Addington Primary. We
had a vision to ensure Dave’s legacy was acknowledged
and remembered and see this as a very fitting way to do
this. Dave’s wife Helen and members of their family joined
not only the preschool but past and present Conductive
Education students and their families for a morning of
celebration with craft and various stalls, a bouncy castle,
candy floss, entertainment and of course a visit from Santa.
—Rebecca Courtney and the Team
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Three months into the New Year and things are rocking
at INRF.
Our recent Open Day held on Thursday, 23 March
was a great success. Thanks to our clients the Parkinson’s
demonstration in advanced level tasks with lying and
standing and the Stroke intermediate task series in a lying
position were both well received.
Our greatest advocates are our clients. Their testimonials
are heart-felt. They know the benefits of Conductive
Education, encourage others to participate in our programs
and recognise the difference it makes to their lives.
Additional demonstrations by Nordic Kiwi Walking,
REX Bionics – Robot Assisted Physical Therapy and COGY,
a pedalling Wheelchair were also available on the day.
Networking took place after the program and
clients and friends of the Foundation chatted over light
refreshments before departing by midday.
Hard work aside, we like to provide balance for our clients
and an assortment of events are hosted for their enjoyment.
When a piano was gifted to the Foundation last
year it became the catalyst of a new initiative. On the
first Wednesday of each month some of our clients,
accompanied by the Aphasia Coffee Group gather
together for a sing-along. With Margaret tinkering on the
ivories a great deal of fun is enjoyed over the lunch break.
Numbers are increasing. So is the repertoire!
From the generosity of a client and the hard work of
our staff an UMU fundraiser was held on Friday, 31 March.
The delicious assortment of food, fun and company made
for another successful event.
With winter on the doorstep, Hungarian goulash is the
next fundraiser on the agenda!
These initiatives comply with our vision: to empower
people with neurological disorders to achieve their highest
level of independence physically, emotionally and socially.
— Inna Chochina,
General Manager, Senior Rehabilitation Specialist

Conductive Education Taranaki Trust
Things have been very busy under the mountain, with
much progress being made towards our planned opening
in July. We have completed the recruitment phase and
have contracted a fantastic ex-NZ Conductor to lead our
children in their learning. The current challenge is shoring
up our home to work from and equipping it suitably.
Our team have been exceptionally busy on the
publicity and fundraising front with several events already
completed already this year, of particular note we were
graced with NZFCE Ambassador Chris Harris’s presence
at the charity golf tournament hosted by Marsh Insurance.
Having been evacuated from home that morning we were
extra grateful for Chris’s attendance, through which aided
the total donated to CETT of $9,000.
We love to include the kids in our activities and on
March 13 Naki Drag Wars took place where two of our
champions partook in a “drag race” in their GoBabyGo
cars, Ryan Griffin ably winning over Zak Nielsen with his
superior driving style.
Most recently we were the chosen charity for bucket
collections at WOMAD, so were treated to great sounds
and generous happy people. We were pleasantly
surprised with the number of people interested in

10

MAY 2017 • NZFCE NEWSLETTER

our cause
and those
with family
members that
had attended
Conductive
in Auckland,
Wellington or
Christchurch.
Not afraid of a challenge our team made a submission
to the Vulnerable Children’s Bill select committee, that
those with disabilities are amongst the most vulnerable in
society and could benefit from increased and improved
services, along with a child centred advocate to help
navigate “the system”.
In closing we look forward to being able to provide
local Conductive Education to the 19 kids on our
Expressions of Interest list in the near future. Thank you to
all centres for their assistance to date, especially to Sharon
and the Waikato team and Sally for their efforts. The
Conductive family is pretty cool.
— Craig Nielsen, CETT Coordinator

FROM THE CENTRES

INRF

Naenae School Conductive Education
We were all ready for a new school year and
started with a workshop on the development of
the children with Nathan Mikaere Wallis.
This year we are focusing more on
communication, using low tech devices and lots
of visuals in and around the classroom.
Some of our students had a great
opportunity in March to try Sailing with
Sailability Wellington.
The kids really enjoyed this activity, and Levai
wrote a great story about it.
We are fortunate that we have Hutt Science
Centre on site at our school. They provide us
with ready to use science kits which are a great
way to learn science. This term we have carried
out explorations on; Flowers, Petals, Pollution
and, Sweet and Sour.

Room 7 continue regular visits to Kimi Ora
Special School, where we participate in music
sessions.
The children are making amazing progress:
Levai — in his reading and writing; Renee —
receptive and expressive language and matching
colours; Daemon — walking in the parallel bar,
sidewalking, and language; Keeleigh with using
her communication buttons; Paulini — sitting
up on the floor keeping her head up; Misty —
receptive language.
We would like to welcome Michelle to our
Room. Michelle is a Teacher Aide working with
us three afternoons. We are also fortunate to
have Sarah working with the children. Sarah
is our SLT who comes in weekly and provides
assistance and advice for the children.
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children/adults that they support—this is particularly
beneficial for people who are non-verbal and use visuals
for communication. Thank you so much for this wonderful
donation.
We have also received a donation from Pub Charity for
a new office computer (which I am still excited about), our
telephone expenses including our 0800 number and office
rental. These expenses are such a critical part of running
NZFCE and we are so grateful to the Pub Charity for their
support!
The Lottery Grants Board have also provided us with
a wonderful donation for the 2017 year—where would we
be without their assistance to help us continue to support
centres and individuals with disabilities. Thank you so much
from the bottom of our hearts.

Charles Shadbolt

We were extremely saddened earlier in the year to
attend the funeral of a long-time advocate for Conductive
Education. Charles and the team at Independent Fisheries
have done so much to support the good work that we do
over many many years. Charles will be sadly missed by all
of us and we extend our condolences and gratitude to the
Independent Fisheries family.

Professional Development

After seeking feedback from centres we instigated a
change to our professional development support during
2016. Rather than providing a one-off opportunity for all
centre staff, NZFCE funded 11 staff from our centres to
attend a training programme of their choice which would
enhance their knowledge and develop their skills. The
feedback from this has been fantastic and NZFCE will
again be funding centres and individuals to have targeted
professional development during the 2017 year.

In the initial stages the parent training will be offered in
Christchurch on 6/7 May and will cover communication
skills, looking at grief issues, and provides the opportunity
for personal awareness where parents can consider their
ability to support others in similar circumstances. At the
conclusion of the training, parents are able to become
volunteer Support Parents – Support Parents provide
support to families contacting Parent to Parent. We all know
how difficult it can be at times as parents to grapple with
having a child with a disability and this is a fantastic way of
supporting others. Get in touch if you want further info.

ACET
Looking back at the past few months a lot has happened
in the life of the Adult Conductive Education Trust.
In October 2016 with the generous support of NZFCE
we accessed Shane Cameron and Lisa Gombinsky’s
awesome adapted boxing training. Some ACET
participants have since developed a liking for boxing
based exercise. There is something empowering about
putting boxing gloves on and fighting back against life’s
difficulties in this dynamic and motivating way.
In December we finished the year with a bang — a fun
Christmas party with presents, great food and water gun
fights to celebrate summer.
At the beginning of the New Year our four groups
started back; participants were happy to see each
other again and share the stories about their holiday
adventures. We said goodbye to a young lady who
moved to the North Island, and welcomed an old friend
back to the conductive community.
Conductive Education Canterbury continues to offer
their kind support, allowing us to share their space and
resources, and also the occasional game of Fandooble
with their after school group.
While enhancing quality of life through movement is
still a top priority for us, we also use communication skills
and play social games such as Uno or Boccia as part of
ACET conductive programmes.
For more information please check out our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/The-Adult-ConductiveEducation-Trust-373710639446037
—Agnes Jankovics, Conductor ACET

Social Enterprise Up-date

Our social enterprise to support our affiliated members
and other not-for-profits to access grant funding was
launched in December and resulted in a great outcome
for one of our centres. We have a couple of other
organisations also wanting to access our services. This is
a very cost effective way of utilising the skills of someone
with expertise in grant applications to support your centre
while also benefitting NZFCE. The small fee that you pay
will support the development of Conductive Education in
New Zealand. It’s a win win!!

A Good Start in Life

The reference group is still meeting every couple of
months but are no clearer about how things will look
long term with Ministry of Education and Ministry of
Health contracts. What we are sure about is that there
will be a change to current contracting which will take
effect December 2018. What this means for Conductive
Education remains to be seen, but we will continue to
advocate strongly for the families that attend our services.
Choice and flexibility for families is high on the Ministries’
agenda and something that we are also very passionate
about. I will keep you posted!

Parent Support

NZFCE are working closely with the Cerebral Palsy
Society and Parent to Parent to develop parent support
training for families who have a child with Cerebral Palsy.
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OUR MAJOR SUPPORTERS

NZ FOUNDATION FOR CONDUCTIVE EDUCATION
N.Z. Foundation for Conductive
Education (NZFCE)
Chairperson Trudy Heath
National Coordinator Sally Thomas
P.0. Box 9230, Tower Junction
22 Brougham Street, Christchurch, 8024
Ph: 0800 169 323 or 0277 169 323
Email: nzfce@cecanterbury.org
Web: www.conductive-education.org.nz
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NZFCE/
N.Z. Conductors’ Association (NZCA)
President Virag Czibok
Phone 07 855 7013
Email: virag@hotmail.com
Addington Primary School
Conductive Education
(primary school children)
22 Brougham Street, Christchurch
Ph: 03 366 2909 Fax: 03 365 8940
Email: principal@addington.school.nz
conductive.education@addington.school.nz
Web: www.addington.school.nz/conductive.htm
Conductive Education Canterbury
Early Intervention Unit
(pre-school children)
22 Brougham Street, Christchurch
PO Box 9230, Tower Junction
Ph: 03 372 1399 Fax: 03 372 1499
Email: cecanterbury@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.cecanterbury.org
Cashmere High School
Conductive Education
(secondary school aged students)
172 Rose Street, Christchurch 8024
Ph: 03 332 9129 Fax: 03 332 9126
Email: hjj@cashmere.school.nz
Web: www.cashmere.school.nz
Adult Conductive Education Trust
(ACET) Christchurch
(Conductive Education for adults)
P.O. Box 29650, Fendalton, Christchurch
Ph: 03 372 1399
Email: info@acet.org.nz

Wellington Conductive Education
Early Childhood Centre
(pre-school children)
PO Box 35 078, Naenae 5041
Ph: 04 577 3480 Fax: 04 577 3480
Email: cewt@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.cewellington.org.nz
Naenae Primary School
Conductive Education
(primary school children)
Wheatley Street, Naenae, Wellington
Ph: 04 567 8117 Fax: 04 567 8771
Email: conductive@naenae-primary.school.nz
Web: www.naenae-primary.school.nz
Conductive Education Taranaki Trust
PO Box 3150, Fitzroy, New Plymouth
Ph: 021 130 5797
Email: cetaranaki@outlook.com
Conductive Education Waikato
Trust Early Intervention Unit
(pre-school children)
Fairfield Road, P.O. Box 12066
Chartwell Square, Hamilton 3248
Ph: 07 855 7013 Fax: 07 855 7014
Email: cewaikato@xtra.co.nz
Web: www.cewaikato.org.nz
Woodstock Primary School
Conductive Education
(primary school children)
Fairfield Road, Hamilton 3214
Ph: 07 855 6686 Fax: 07 853 7056
Email: steveo@woodstock.school.nz
liviaj@woodstock.school.nz
Web: www.woodstock.school.nz
GlowKids
13 Coyle Street, P.0. Box 16291
Sandringham, Auckland 1351
Ph: 09 845 8070
Email: info@glowkids.org.nz
Web: www.glowkids.org.nz
Integrated Neurological
Rehabilitation Foundation (iNRF)
(Conductive Education for adults)
2 Claude Brookes Drive, Henderson
PO Box 21 504, Auckland
Ph: 09 836 6830
Email: admin@inrf.org.nz
Web: www.inrf.org.nz

MAXIMISING THE ABILITY IN DISABILITY
P.O. Box 9230 Tower Junction, Christchurch • Phone 0800 169 323 or 0277 169 323
Web: www.conductive-education.org.nz • Email: nzfce@cecanterbury.org
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/NZFCE/
Supported by: N.Z. Lottery Grants Board, Rātā Foundation, Fidelity Life, Independent Fisheries

From the National Coordinator, Sally Thomas
How time flies! I can’t
believe that I have been in
my role for 12 months and so
much has happened! 2016 was
a wonderful year for NZFCE,
particularly with the launch of
our new website and logo which
we are extremely proud of.

The Ride of the Legends

NZFCE are very fortunate
to be the chosen charity who
will benefit from the Ride of the
Legends bike ride. 50 riders from the UK and New Zealand
including ex Lions and All Blacks players will ride between
Wellington and Auckland in conjunction with the Lions
Rugby Tour — leaving on 02 July and stopping in Masterton,
Palmerston North, Taupo, Matamata and Thames before
arriving in Auckland on 07 July.
We will be involved in the running of community
events in each of the regional centres in addition to a golf
tournament at Wairakei in Taupo and a dinner in Auckland
on 07 July.
This is great profile building
for Conductive Education as
well as a fantastic fundraising
opportunity.
If you have contacts in any
of the areas or think that you
can assist us in any way, please get in touch.

Thank you to our supporters

We have been very fortunate to have received support
from CJ Norwood Trust to purchase a BoardMaker Online
subscription for all our affiliated centres. This programme
enables centres to easily produce resources for the
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